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1 INTRODUCTION 

The proposed Deersdale Wind Energy Project (the Project) is a 21-megawatt (MW) wind energy 

project located on Crown land east of the hamlet of Juniper in York County, New Brunswick. 

The Project will include up to three wind turbine generators (WTGs), which will be 

interconnected to the existing New Brunswick Power Corporation (NB Power) electrical 

transmission network. 

If the Project receives all relevant utility and regulatory approvals, major construction will 

commence in June of 2026. Construction is anticipated to require approximately eighteen 

months. If the Project proceeds, it will commence commercial operation by the end of 2027, 

with an expected operational lifespan of at least 25 years. The Project will be required to meet 

provincial requirements for decommissioning at the end of its lifecycle should its generation 

agreement term not be extended. 

SWEB and its First Nation partners (collectively, the Proponent) are committed to involving the 

public during every stage of development and have engaged with various stakeholders through 

in-person meetings, letters, and a community engagement session. The following report 

summarizes all public engagement activities conducted by the Proponent and outlines how the 

Proponent will continue to engage the public throughout the Project’s lifecycle.  

2 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT  
The public engagement process corresponds with the project development timeline, which 

commenced in 2021. The Proponent has directly engaged local community members, municipal 

leaders, and other key stakeholders regarding the Project's development. The following 

sections summarize the Proponent’s engagement efforts with each stakeholder group. 

2.1 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

Since the Project is located in a remote area on Crown land, there are no residential properties 

in the vicinity of the Project site. However, the Proponent has engaged residents and essential 

stakeholders in the surrounding area of Deersdale and Juniper to provide information about the 

Project and to discuss potential concerns relating to the Project.  

2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

Fieldwork for the Project has been progressed and is near completion, and the results will be 

shared in Q1 of 2025. In the meantime, the Proponent presented information at the public 

engagement session detailed in Section 2.3 (below) to explain the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) process, detailing who is responsible for the evaluation and how the 

evaluation process works. 

2.3 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSION SUMMARY 

To engage with the broader population near the Project site, a community engagement session 

was held on November 20, 2024 at the Juniper Recreation Center (located at 6840 Route 107, 
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Juniper, NB E7L 1G2) from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM Atlantic Standard Time (AST). The recreation 

centre was selected as the meeting venue because of its central location in the community, 

large interior meeting space, and availability of parking. The Proponent received questions and 

comments from participants at the community engagement session and engaged the 

participants in discussions about the proposed Project. A feedback form was provided to all 

participants to provide additional thoughts or concerns, and these concerns were reviewed in 

the interest of incorporating public feedback into the Project’s development. 

Twenty-two visitors attended the meeting in total. Many participants expressed interest in 

assisting with creating opportunities for local businesses to benefit from the Project’s 

development, construction, and operation. Overall, the feedback received from the community 

indicated that there was positive support for wind energy and acknowledged its importance 

and inclusion in the transition to generating more electricity from renewable energy sources. 

The comments, concerns and questions from the meeting attendees are listed in Table 2 in 

Section 2.7 (below). The figures below illustrate the layout of the community engagement 

session. 

 



 

  

PUBLIC ENGAGMENT SESSION SUMMARY REPORT 3 

 

 

 



 

  

PUBLIC ENGAGMENT SESSION SUMMARY REPORT 4 

 

 

 



 

  

PUBLIC ENGAGMENT SESSION SUMMARY REPORT 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

PUBLIC ENGAGMENT SESSION SUMMARY REPORT 6 

 

2.4 NOTICES OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSION 

The community engagement session notice (see Appendix A) was distributed to residents 

throughout the area and near the vicinity of the proposed project site and was also advertised 

on noticeboards within local buildings. Notices were published in the Times & Transcript, a 

newspaper with local distribution, approximately one week prior to the community 

engagement session (see Appendix B) and on the Project’s website (see Appendix C). In 

addition, the notice was posted on the SWEB Development Facebook page and paid 

advertisements were targeted for the area of Deersdale. The notice was also posted on the 

Proponent’s LinkedIn page (see Appendix C).  

2.5 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSION FORMAT 

Community Engagement Session participants were greeted by SWEB Development staff 

members and asked to provide their contact information on a sign-in sheet that was provided 

at the venue’s entrance (see Appendix D). Staff members were wearing clothing branded with 

the company logo for the participants. 

Staff were available to interpret Project information and answer any questions. 

The table below lists company representatives at the Community Engagement Session.  

Table 1: SWEB Development Representatives at the Deersdale Wind Energy Project Community 

Engagement Session 

Name Role, Affiliation 

Jason Parisé Director of Development – Wind Lead, SWEB 
Development 

Sarah Rosenblat Director of Development – Solar Lead, SWEB 
Development 

Jack Dawson Junior Project Developer, SWEB Development 

Mir Sultan Junior Project Developer, SWEB Development 

Sam Cheshire Project Developer, SWEB Development 

Khaled Abdul Electrical Engineer, SWEB Development 

Evan De Silva Junior Project Developer, SWEB Development 

Elias Bauer International Trainee, SWEB Development 

Coralee Lewis Stakeholder & Communications Manager, SWEB 
Development 
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2.6 PUBLIC COMMUNITY MEETING PRESENTATION MATERIALS 

The materials presented at the community engagement session included eight poster boards, 

as well as a project overview handout. 

The community engagement session presentation materials included: 

• Eight poster boards (See Appendix E), which illustrate key topics surrounding the Project      

             were set up in a semi-circular arrangement throughout the recreation center. 

• A project one pager (See Appendix F), which summarizes all the project details, was 

handed out to session attendees upon arrival 

2.7 PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS 

The Proponent received questions and feedback throughout the community engagement 

session. Table 2 (below) provides a summary of the most common questions and concerns 

raised by the public during the meeting, along with the Proponent's responses and additional 

information that the public can obtain regarding these concerns.   

Table 2: Comments and questions received from the public and responses from SWEB 

Development  

Comment or Question Response/Potential Amendments to Project 

What is the timeline of this 
Project?  

This project is in advanced development. It was bid into the 
New Brunswick Request for Expressions of Interest (NB REOI) 
and is currently awaiting results from the EIA.  

Is this the first meeting for the 
Project? 

This is the first community engagement session for the 
Deersdale Wind Energy Project. Additional Community 
Engagement Sessions will be held for the Project after the 
release of the EIA. The Proponent will continue to engage all 
stakeholders as questions or concerns arise, either via e-mail, 
telephone or through in-person meetings. 

How many turbines will be 
commissioned and where? 

The Project is expected to have up to three 7 MW WTGs for a 
total installed capacity of up to 21 MW.  

Will noise impacts affect camp 
owners near the project area? 

Based on baseline sound levels collected at several locations 
near the Project site in conjunction with initial noise modelling, 
the Proponent does not anticipate that there will be any 
adverse impacts from noise levels. 

Will there be employment 
opportunities for local 
businesses and contractors? 

The Proponent anticipates several opportunities from the 
proposed Project. Civil works, site guards, and other services 
will be required for the Project, and the Proponent intends to 
procure these locally. 
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2.8 FUTURE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT  

The Proponent will continue to document concerns raised by the public through telephone, 

social media, e-mail correspondence, and any additional contact. By keeping a database of 

public comments, the Proponent will be better poised to design a Project that is sensitive to 

concerns while also balancing these concerns with the feasibility of the project. When possible, 

the Proponent will directly engage with members of the public who have expressed concerns 

relating to the Project. In addition, the Proponent will reach out to community members who 

have expressed an interest in supporting the project. The Proponent will conduct additional 

Community Engagement Sessions in the future. 

2.9 ADDITIONAL PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

Throughout the development of the Project, the Proponent has identified additional 

community stakeholders that must be engaged regarding the Project given their personal or 

recreational use of areas near or within the Project area. As such, the Proponent has engaged 

other stakeholders with land use interests that are proximal or overlap with the Project site and 

will continue to work to address any concerns brought forth by these stakeholders. 

3 FUTURE ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
Beyond the additional Community Engagement Sessions held for the Project, the Proponent 

intends to continue its engagement with residents, municipal councils, and provincial leaders. 

The Proponent encourages all stakeholders to contact the Project team should any additional 

questions or concerns arise. 

4 IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION

Jason Parisé 
Director of Development – Wind Lead 
SWEB Development LP 
6080 Young St 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3K 5L2 
902-431-0564 ext. 261 
https://www.sweb.energy/ca-en/projectpages/deersdale  

https://www.sweb.energy/ca-en/projectpages/deersdale
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APPENDIX I 

FACEBOOK COMMENTS 
 

Laura Greene 
Taxpayers pay for these so called projects and don't reap the benefits. Taxpayer ends up 
paying for millionaires power bill along with our own huge increases. NB sells power to 
another state/province for cheaper rates than what we pay. How does that make sense. 
 
SWEB: Hi Laura, thank you for sharing your concerns; we’d love the opportunity to address 
them further. All of the power generated from the proposed Deersdale Project is planned to 
meet the local electricity demand in New Brunswick. This project would generate enough 
electricity to power up to 4,620 homes each year. For more information please feel free to 
email us at deersdale@sweb.energy or join us at our engagement session on November 
20th. 

 
Wanda Foster 
Laura Greene Most likely to Europe! 

SWEB: Hi Wanda, This project is not planned to export energy. 

Nancy McNally 
Of you ask the Americans about this sort of thing....they will tell you all about the noise 
polluting the air. No more silence .It's actually hard on your nerves . That is just the 
beginning . Let's RESPECT The LAND and all that live on it . This is a huge waste of money.  
 
SWEB: Hi Nancy, Thank you for sharing your concerns; we’d love the opportunity to 
address them further. Please feel free to email us at deersdale@sweb.energy or join us at 
our engagement session on November 20th. 
 
 
Shelley Estey 
 
My post was removed  from my feed. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001712749330&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVtIxeySMEYd4XRrIdquTpzrJKnf9gmGvc8v3VezRTAbcv8Jmza1H5pjeZsQbrYrICTNzppfgfkhVNKucn8jyGryvIhLxolUFxP3Q_N2gKdNaYsutOSkEaVAdc4lM2ZyLpkk0eShag4-T-b1Ul1HECj&__tn__=R%5d-R
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SWEB: Hi Shelley, I’m sorry that your post was removed by Facebook. We welcome 
feedback from all those in the Nashwaak Lake area. Please feel free to email us at 
deersdale@sweb.energy or join us at our engagement session on November 20th. 

 
Charles Foster 
An Irving investment. 
 
SWEB: Hi Charles, Thank you for sharing your concerns; we’d love the opportunity to 
address them further. This proposed project would be developed, owned, and operated by 
SWEB and one or more First Nation communities that will be disclosed in the coming 
months. It’s not an Irving investment. For more information, please feel free to email us at 
deersdale@sweb.energy or join us at our engagement session on November 20th. 
 
Steve Strand 
Money plus NB Government…Okay, I’ll bight…How much is this going to cost tax payers? 
And if so , which of the Dons will be lining his/her pockets on this scheme? 
 
SWEB: Hi Steve, Thank you for sharing your concerns; we’d love the opportunity to address 
them further. Please feel free to email us at deersdale@sweb.energy or join us at our 

engagement session on November 20th.  

  
Wade Boone 
Steve Strand however much they say it's going to cost, it'll be at least double. 
Then double that again for funds that get lost in somebody's pocket 
 
Wayne Peconi 
Steve Strand another liberal project. What did you think was gonna happen when they got 
in?  
 
Jamie Wheeler 
There is no benefits for nbers only irving –  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=511855411850384&set=p.511855411850384&type=3&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVtIxeySMEYd4XRrIdquTpzrJKnf9gmGvc8v3VezRTAbcv8Jmza1H5pjeZsQbrYrICTNzppfgfkhVNKucn8jyGryvIhLxolUFxP3Q_N2gKdNaYsutOSkEaVAdc4lM2ZyLpkk0eShag4-T-b1Ul1HECj&__tn__=R%5d-R
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SWEB: Hi Jamie, Thank you for sharing your concern; we’d love the opportunity to address 
them further. This proposed project would be developed, owned, and operated by SWEB 
and one or more First Nation communities that will be disclosed in the coming months. It’s 
not an Irving investment. For more information, please feel free to email us at 
deersdale@sweb.energy or join us at our engagement session on November 20th. 
 
 Ken: Jamie Wheeler this is not an Irving one.. it's a native one.. the same native 
group that spoke out against Irving project.. who was going to build one on their land and 
their cost. 

 
Jamie Wheeler: no native land in deersdale that I know of. They have rights to 
certain crown land tho. 

 
Jamie Wheeler 
Irving don't own land between deersdale and windsor. It's leased crown land 

 
Joe DeMerchant 
WORST IDEA EVER!!! USELESS and offensive to mother nature  
 
SWEB: Hi Joe, Thank you for sharing your concerns; we’d love the opportunity to address 
them further. Please feel free to email us at deersdale@sweb.energy or join us at our 
engagement session on November 20th. 
 
Bruce Bidlake 
You can't hunt near these projects once it's construction starts and after they go into 
service either. Lost my best hunting area down here in Sussex , Penobsquis. 
 

SWEB: Hi Bruce, Thank you for sharing your concerns regarding hunting and turbines; we’d 

love the opportunity to address them further. Please feel free to email us at 

deersdale@sweb.energy or join us at our engagement session on November 20th. 

RS Greene 

I guess on the plus side of things …it’s new infrastructure and funding NOT BEING USED ON 

THAT CASH COW POINT LEPREAU!! 

Paul Scheers 

Why only build 3 , that's a lot of infrastructure for just 3 . You'd be better off starting up a bio 

mass plant , at least the community would benefit more from it . 

SWEB: Hi Paul, Thank you for sharing your feedback; we’d love the opportunity to discuss it 

further. Please feel free to email us at deersdale@sweb.energy or join us at our engagement 

session on November 20th. 


