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1 INTRODUCTION 

The proposed Mountain Ash Project (the Project) is a 42-megawatt (MW) wind energy project 

located on Crown land east of the Village of McAdam, in York County, New Brunswick. The 

Project will include up to three wind turbine generators (WTGs), which will be interconnected 

to the existing New Brunswick Power Corporation (NB Power) electrical transmission network. 

If the Project receives all relevant utility and regulatory approvals, major construction will 

commence in June of 2026. Construction is anticipated to require approximately eighteen 

months. If the Project proceeds, it will commence commercial operation by the end of 2027, 

with an expected operational lifespan of at least 25 years. The Project will be required to meet 

provincial requirements for decommissioning at the end of its lifecycle should its generation 

agreement term not be extended. 

SWEB and its First Nation partners (collectively, the Proponent) are committed to involving the 

public during every stage of development and have engaged with various stakeholders through 

in-person meetings, letters, and a community engagement session. The following report 

summarizes all public engagement activities conducted by the Proponent and outlines how the 

Proponent will continue to engage the public throughout the Project’s lifecycle.  

2 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
The public engagement process corresponds with the project development timeline, which 

commenced in 2021. The Proponent has directly engaged local community members, municipal 

leaders, and other key stakeholders regarding the Project's development. The following 

sections summarize the Proponent’s engagement efforts with each stakeholder group. 

2.1 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

Since the Project is located in a remote area on Crown land, there are no residential properties 

in the vicinity of the Project site. However, the Proponent has engaged residents and essential 

stakeholders in the surrounding area of McAdam to provide information about the Project and 

to discuss potential concerns relating to the Project.  

2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

Fieldwork for the Project has been progressed and is near completion, and the results will be 

shared in Q1 of 2025. In the meantime, the Proponent presented information at the public 

engagement session detailed in Section 2.3 (below) to explain the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) process, detailing who is responsible for the evaluation and how the 

evaluation process works. 
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2.3 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSION SUMMARY 

To engage with the broader population near the Project site, a community engagement session 

was held on November 21st, 2024, at the McAdam Lions Club (165 Saunders Rd, McAdam, NB 

E6J 1M1) from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM Atlantic Standard Time (AST). The Lions Club was selected as 

the meeting venue because of its central location in the community, large interior meeting 

space, and availability of parking. The Proponent received questions and comments from 

participants at the community engagement session and engaged the participants in discussions 

about the proposed Project. A feedback form was provided to all participants to provide 

additional thoughts or concerns, and these concerns were reviewed in the interest of 

incorporating public feedback into the Project’s development. 

Thirty-five visitors attended the meeting. Many participants expressed interest in assisting with 

creating opportunities for local businesses to benefit from the Project’s development, 

construction, and operation.  

Overall, the feedback received from the community indicated that there was positive support 

for wind energy and acknowledged its importance and inclusion in the transition to generating 

more electricity from renewable energy sources. The comments, concerns and questions from 

the meeting attendees are listed in Table 2 in Section 2.7 (below). The figures below illustrate 

the layout of the community engagement session. 
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2.4 NOTICES OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSION  

The community engagement session notice (see Appendix A) was distributed to residents 

throughout the area and near the vicinity of the proposed project site and was also advertised 

on noticeboards within local buildings. Notices were also posted on the Project’s website 

approximately one week prior to the community engagement session (see Appendix B). 

2.5 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSION FORMAT 

Community Engagement Session participants were greeted by SWEB Development staff 

members and asked to provide their contact information on a sign-in sheet that was provided 

at the venue’s entrance (see Appendix D). Staff members were wearing clothing branded with 

the company logo for the participants. 

Staff were available to interpret Project information and answer any questions. 

The table below lists company representatives at the Community Engagement Session.  

Table 1: SWEB Development Representatives at the Mountain Ash Energy Project Community 

Engagement Session 

Name Role, Affiliation 

Jason Parisé Director of Development – Wind Lead, SWEB 

Development 

Sarah Rosenblat Director of Development – Solar Lead, SWEB 

Development 

Jack Dawson Junior Project Developer, SWEB 

Development 

Mir Sultan Junior Project Developer, SWEB 

Development 

Sam Cheshire Project Developer, SWEB Development 

Khaled Abdul Electrical Engineer, SWEB Development 

Evan De Silva Junior Project Developer, SWEB 

Development 

Elias Bauer International Trainee, SWEB Development 

Coralee Lewis Stakeholder & Communications Manager, 

SWEB Development 
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2.6 PUBLIC COMMUNITY MEETING PRESENTATION MATERIALS 

The materials presented at the community engagement session included eight poster boards, 

as well as a project one-pager. 

The community engagement session presentation materials included: 

• Eight poster boards (See Appendix E), which illustrate key topics surrounding the Project      

             were set up in a semi-circular arrangement throughout the recreation center. 

• A project one-pager (See Appendix F), which summarizes all the project details, was 

handed out to session attendees upon arrival 

2.7 PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CONCERNS 

The Proponent received questions and feedback throughout the community engagement 

session. Table 2 (below) provides a summary of the most common questions and concerns 

raised by the public during the meeting, along with the Proponent's responses and additional 

information that the public can obtain regarding these concerns.   

Table 2: Comments and questions received from the public and responses from SWEB 

Development  

Comment or Question Response/Potential Amendments to Project 

What is the timeline of this 
project?  

The project is in advanced development. The project was bid 
into the New Brunswick Request for Expressions of Interest (NB 
REOI). The project is currently awaiting results from the EIA.  

Is this the first meeting for the 
project? 

This is the first community engagement session for the 
Mountain Ash Wind Energy Project. Additional Community 
Engagement Sessions will be held for the Project after the 
release of the EIA. The Proponent will continue to engage all 
stakeholders as questions or concerns arise, either via e-mail, 
telephone or through in-person meetings. 

How many turbines will be 
commissioned and where? 

The Project is expected to have up to six 7 MW WTGs for a total 
installed capacity of up to 42 MW.  

Will noise impacts affect camp 
owners near the project area? 

Based on baseline sound levels collected at several locations 
near the Project site in conjunction with initial noise modelling, 
the Proponent does not anticipate that there will be any 
adverse impacts from noise levels. 

Will there be employment 
opportunities for local 
businesses and contractors? 

The Proponent anticipates several opportunities from the 
proposed Project. Civil works, site guards, and other services 
will be required for the Project, and the Proponent intends to 
procure these locally. 

 

2.8 FUTURE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

The Proponent will continue to document concerns raised by the public through telephone, 

social media, e-mail correspondence, and any additional contact. By keeping a database of 

public comments, the Proponent will be better poised to design a Project that is sensitive to 
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concerns while also balancing these concerns with the feasibility of the project. When possible, 

the Proponent will directly engage with members of the public who have expressed concerns 

relating to the Project. In addition, the Proponent will reach out to community members who 

have expressed an interest in supporting the project. The Proponent will conduct additional 

Community Engagement Sessions in the future. 

2.9 ADDITIONAL PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

Throughout the development of the Project, the Proponent has identified additional 

community stakeholders that must be engaged regarding the Project given their personal or 

recreational use of areas near or within the Project area. As such, the Proponent has engaged 

other stakeholders with land use interests that are proximal or overlap with the Project site and 

will continue to work to address any concerns brought forth by these stakeholders. 

3 FUTURE ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
Beyond the additional Community Engagement Sessions held for the Project, the Proponent 

intends to continue its engagement with residents, municipal councils, and provincial leaders. 

The Proponent encourages all stakeholders to contact the Project team should any additional 

questions or concerns arise. 

4 IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION

Jason Parisé 
Director of Development – Wind Lead 
SWEB Development LP 
6080 Young St 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3K 5L2 
902-431-0564 ext. 261 
https://www.sweb.energy/ca-en/projectpages/mountain-ash  

https://www.sweb.energy/ca-en/projectpages/mountain-ash
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APPENDIX A 
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APPENDIX C 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSION SIGN-IN SHEET 
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APPENDIX D 

POSTER BOARDS 
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APPENDIX E 

ADDITIONAL PRESENTATION MATERIALS 
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APPENDIX F 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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APPENDIX G 

PUBLIC EMAILS 
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APPENDIX H 

FACEBOOK COMMENTS 
 

Bruce Blair 

I wonder if they could run a line down the ridge to Magaguadavic Siding   

SWEB: Thanks for your interest in the Project. We’re happy to discuss this with you at the 

engagement session, or feel free to email us at mountainash@sweb.energy 

Steven Carson 

This one is not very far away from the one they plan on putting in place just south West of 

Fredericton Junction . 

SWEB: Hi Steven, thanks for your comment. We do have another proposed project south of 

Fredericton Junction called White Spruce. Here’s the website if you’re looking for more 

information whitespruce.sweb.energy 

Robert Jeffrey 

Done woke deal now. 

-DNR 

Kurtis Galbraith 

Crown Land? Or is it unseeded territory that the government is treating as their own? 

Garnet E McIntosh 

Kurtis Galbraith all Crown land, if the map is correct. 

SWEB: Hi Kurtis, you are correct, the Project is on Crown Land. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/kurtis.galbraith?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWSAQVUbYbzWMUN4KsqhZ3MeEPE7IbyaV_jDi-ua89ng7ryxKYfFJ0bKVu1atLMu75DEcotj5YqLvkupsTLie6EfwfCTojJCAjFosfONP8WLMnPBrJjKNToEAPae4L68WZiSKVqSeIJQFu87FVGOOg1&__tn__=R%5d-R

